Are plasmacytoid dendritic cells the misguided sentinels of malarial immunity?
Dendritic cells (DCs), the sentinels of immunity, reside in almost every organ of the body. These cells are responsible for initiating immune responses against infectious agents. DCs are divided into different subsets based on their biological functions, with plasmacytoid DCs (pDCs) and conventional DCs (cDCs) being two major populations. The ability of DCs to protect against malaria infection was recently questioned when pDCs were reported to be a reservoir for rodent Plasmodium spp. in the spleen. This opinion article explores how the occupation of pDCs by the parasite may corrupt immunity against malaria.